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Towns County Basketball continues to put in great effort

Sarah Shook with a breakaway layup during the win at Social Circle. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

The Towns County Indi-
ans and Lady Indians competed 
in games over the weekend in 
preparation for region play and 
the upcoming Battle of the States 
three-day tournament at home on 
Dec. 28-30.

Indian Senior Collin 
Crowder hit an incredible per-
sonal milestone in the Dec. 18 
away game against Social Circle, 
scoring his 1,000th career point in 
high school basketball.

“Collin has had a tremen-
dous career and joins elite com-
pany in the Towns County Boys 
Basketball 1,000-Point Club,” 
Head Coach Brian Hunnicutt 
said. “Collin will be honored for 
this accomplishment at halftime 
of the varsity girls game on the 
opening night of the Battle of the 
States Tournament on Dec. 28.

“I am so blessed to get to 
coach this kid. He is a tremendous 
young man. He does things the 
right way, and he is a great role 
model. I could not be happier with 
him. He deserves every accolade 
that he receives.”

GIRLS VS. UNION
Friday, Dec. 17, saw 

Towns County hosting the Union 
County Panthers. The girls were 
up first, and Union gained first 
possession of the ball at the 
tipoff.

After a reversal, Lady In-
dian senior Emily Vargas hooped 
a 3-pointer to put the first points 
of the game on the scoreboard for 
Towns, followed shortly thereaf-
ter by 2 points from Union.

More scuffling ensued, 
and with points from junior Sarah 
Shook, the first period ended 
with a 17-9 score and Union in 
the lead.

Shooters freshman Natalie 
Barnes, sophomore Laura Maul-
din and junior Tabitha Barnes put 
up points in the second period to 
enter the half 41-25 with Union 
still leading.

The third period ended in a 
66-27 lead for Union after more 
back-and-forth battling, with 
points and free throws from the 
abovementioned players.

Sophomore Maycee Garri-
son shot her first points of the game 
with some free throws, but the 
result came to 77-31 as the final 
score of the game and a win for 
the Lady Panthers.

“Coming into the night, 
we wanted to limit turnovers, 
and I felt like early on we did 
that,” Head Coach Shea Taylor 
said. “We got a lot more shots 
compared to last week in the first 
and second quarters.

“We still did turn the ball 
over and made some passes 
that, with time, we have to fix, 
but overall, we broke the press 
better, we executed better of-
fensively, and we played decent 
defense of the game. Tonight, our 
weakness was Union getting more 
second-chance opportunities on 
offense from rebounding, and that 
hurt us down the stretch.

“We had an unfortunate cir-
cumstance near the middle of the 
game when freshman Ansleigh 
Hardin rolled her ankle and was 
put out the rest of the game, but 
we are confident it is nothing det-
rimental than just a minor sprain, 
and she will be alright.

“In my mind, we start a 
new season tomorrow at Social 
Circle with region play, and the 
girls are becoming more deter-
mined and committed, and we are 
going to try hopefully for a spot in 

the Top Four in the conference.”
BOYS VS. UNION

The boys were up next, and 
Union County scored the first 2 
points of the game, followed by 
sophomore Zane Floyd hitting 
Towns’ first points with a beauti-
ful 3-pointer.

Sophomore  Connor 
Chastain scored for Towns, as 
did senior Collin Crowder and 
sophomore Tanner Cunningham, 
but the first period ended with 
a single digit margin of 15-14, 
Union leading.

The second period began 
with two successful free throws 
by Senior Kyle Oakes, and af-
ter close action the whole way 
through, the score was tied 32-32 
at halftime.

Third period saw a new 
scorer in junior Lane Rouse, 
but 48-43 was the score to end 
the third period, with Union still 
ahead.

The entire game was close 
and intense, but the score ended 
67-60 for a Union County victory. 
Towns’ boys lost by a smaller 
margin of points than they won 
by the previous week against 
Union, so it was certainly a val-
iant effort.

“Tip of the cap to Union 
County,” Coach Hunnicutt said. 
“They played very well tonight, 
and our guys fought hard. We 

did some things that we have 
not done that many times this 
season, which is be undisciplined 
in our assignments that we need 
to stay on.

“Union was able to expose 
some of our kinks in defense that 
happen when we do not follow 
what we normally do and show 
some vulnerability, so we just 
have keep doing what we do.”

Crowder led the Indians 
with 23 points and 10 rebounds; 
Floyd finished with 12 points and 
seven boards. Oakes’ night ended 
with 11 points, six rebounds and 
five assists. Cunningham had 8 
points, Connor Chastain scored 
4 points and Layne Rouse added 
2 points. 

GIRLS AT SOCIAL 
CIRCLE

The Indians and Lady Indi-
ans played away at Social Circle 
High School on Saturday, Dec. 
18, with the girls up first to secure 
a tremendous success by winning 
in dominant fashion 50-33.

Junior Sarah Shook had 
17 points, junior Tabitha Barnes 
scored 12, and sophomore Laura 
Mauldin made 12 points and 8 
rebounds.

“The team did a great job 
with our press,” Coach Taylor 
said. “We created a lot of turn-
overs and were able to manu-
facture points off of it. It was a 

total team effort, and I am proud 
of these girls for getting the first 
region win.”

BOYS AT SOCIAL 
CIRCLE

The Indians played last and 
ended the game in a close but sad 
loss of 65-54 to Social Circle.

Senior Collin Crowder 
led the team in scoring with 20 
points that allowed him to reach 
1,000 points for his career, and 
sophomore Zane Floyd had 17 
points and Senior Kyle Oakes 
scored 14.

“We lost to the No. 
2-ranked team in the state,” Coach 
Hunnicutt said. “We fell behind 
early and trailed by 25 points in 
the first half but fought to trim the 
lead to 20 by halftime.

“The team came out fight-
ing in the second half, and we 
began to shut down their offense 
a bit. We also began getting good 
ball movement and knocking 
down shots. We narrowed the lead 
to only 7 points with a minute to 
go, but Social was able to hold on 
for the victory.

“I could not be prouder of 
our kids. We lost a tough game 
on Friday to Union. A lot of the 
team is fighting an illness, and we 
had to travel to the No. 2-ranked 

team today. That would have been 
an easy game to have laid down,
but I am blessed to coach a group
that fights.

“Kyle and Collin played 
great as they always do. Zane 
stepped up and hopefully had his
breakout game. He played poised 
and displayed why he could 
be a star. Lane Rouse gave us
huge minutes; Connor Chastain,
Tanner Cunningham and Grant 
Ingram gave great defensive 
efforts.

“This team excites me 
because they play together and 
never quit. Now, we have got
to put our head down and go to
work, because they do not give 
out trophies for tough losses. We
have got to get ready to go play
Banks County.”

The Indians and Lady In-
dians played on Tuesday, Dec. 
21, in games that occurred after
press time at Banks County
High School. Next week, Towns 
County will host the ever-popular 
Battle of the States Christmas
Tournament.

V i s i t  w w w . t o w n -
scountyathletics.com for com-
plete scheduling information.

Senior Collin Crowder enters 1,000 Points Club

Social Circle - Towns 
County High School senior Col-
lin Crowder became just the 
15th Indian known to reach the 
1,000 career points club in TCHS 
basketball during last Saturday 
night’s game at Social Circle 
when he sank a field goal with 
just 1:07 left in the fourth quarter, 
lifting the Indians to within 61-54 
against the undefeated Redskins.

He scored 198 points as a 
freshman, 360 as a sophomore, 
and 252 as a junior on a well-
balanced state championship 
team. This gave him a total of 810 
points entering this season, with 
190 points needed to reach the 
magic 1,000 points total.

Crowder had scored 147 
points in just six games this sea-
son prior to a home game against 
Union County on Friday and the 
Saturday night contest at Social 
Circle, leaving him 43 points short 
of the magic number.

He contributed 23 points in 
the Union County game, with the 
abovementioned field goal giv-
ing him 20 against Social Circle 
and exactly 1,000 career points 
entering his team’s final game 
prior to the Battle of the States 
Tournament at Banks County on 
Tuesday of this week.

The 190 points in just eight 
games to this point gives Crowder 
a stunning 23.8 scoring average at 
this point in the season.

Reaching 1,000 points re-
quires not only a distinct talent 

to consistently put the ball in the 
basket but having the opportunity 
to play on a regular basis for at 
least three full years in most cases 
as well as remaining relatively 
free of injury and illness. Often, a 
player capable of successful play 
as a freshman and sophomore may 
fall short of the opportunity due to 
a veteran presence on their team.

Congratulations upon 
reaching such a noteworthy mile-
stone and best wishes in the future 
are extended to Collin Crowder 
from the Towns County Herald. 
Much appreciation is also ex-
tended for the countless hours of 
dedication and hard work he and 
his teammates have provided in 
reaching most formidable indi-
vidual and team successes, and 

to his family for the time and 
expense provided in making these 
accomplishments possible.

Followers of the Indians 
still have lots of time to view the 
exploits of Crowder and his team-
mates on both the basketball court 
and later on the baseball field.

A few notes related to the 
Social Circle game:

- Social Circle extended a 
9-8 lead midway through the first 
quarter to 22-11 after one quarter 
and 39-18 at halftime with senior 
Collin Crowder scoring 11 of the 
Indians’ first-half points.

- Towns County opened the 
second half with an 18-4 scoring 
run for just a 43-36 deficit on a 
Crowder field goal at the 1:31 
mark of the third quarter.

- Social Circle turned the 
tables on the Indians with an 8-1 
third quarter finish for a 51-37 lead 
entering the fourth quarter.

- Social Circle extended 
their lead to 54-37 at the 6:41 
mark of the fourth quarter and 
led 55-39 near the midpoint of the 
fourth quarter.

- But two 3-point baskets 
by sophomore Zane Floyd and 
a pair of 2-pointers by Crowder 
wrapped around a 3-pointer by 
senior Kyle Oakes between the 
4:17 and 1:07 marks highlighted 
a 15-6 Indians scoring run for just 
a 61-54 Social Circle lead before 
the Redskins sank four free throws 
during the final minute of play for 
a final score of 65-54.

Senior Collin Crowder surpassed 1,000 career points on Saturday at Social Circle. Photo/Lowell Nicholson



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


